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Causes of Infant Deaths.—Of the 14,517 infant deaths in 1957 a congenital mal­
formation was the underlying cause of death in 2,265 cases, immaturity in 2,435, pneumonia 
among infants over four weeks of age, 1,460, postnatal asphyxia and atelectasis 1,751, and 
injury at birth 1,478; these causes together made up almost 65 p.c. of the total. The 
Chart opposite shows the relative importance of the major causes of infant deaths from 
1931-57, and the Chart on p. 214 shows the comparative numbers of children dying at 
each month of age during the first year of life. 

15.—Infant Mortality and Rates per 100,000 Live Births, by Cause, 1955-57 
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Totals, AU Causes. 13,767 14,399 14,517 3,116 3,193 3,095 

1 Excludes the Yukon and Northwest Territories. 
2 Less than one per 100.000 live births. 

Subsection 3.—Maternal Mortality 

As indicated in Table 1, pp. 198-199, the number of mothers who die in pregnancy 
and childbirth has been greatly reduced during the past two decades. Although the 
number of births has been much greater in recent years, the number of maternal deaths 
has declined steadily since about 1930 (when there were 1,215 deaths and a rate of almost 
five deaths for every 1,000 live births) to a record low of 255 in 1957. Since 1945 the rate 
of maternal mortality has dropped below two per 1,000 live births and has been under one 
per 1,000 live births since 1951. During the past three years alone the rate has dropped 
from 76 per 100,000 live births to 54. Mortality among unmarried mothers is higher than 
among married mothers. 


